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Herbert Smith Freehills 							
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Tel:	+852 2101 4031 	Fax: +852 2845 9099
Email:	may.tai@hsf.com
Date of Birth:	2 September 1978
Nationality:	Malaysian


A dmissions
Solicitor of England and Wales (2003) Solicitor of Hong Kong (2014)

D ispute Resolution Experience
· Experience of HKIAC, ICC, CIETAC, SIAC, LCIA, ISCID, SCC and UNCITRAL proceedings as counsel
· Experience of Hong Kong and Singapore seated HKIAC, SIAC and ICC proceedings as arbitrator
· Experience of emergency arbitrator proceedings as emergency arbitrator
· Specialises in China-related disputes, investment treaty disputes, and cases in the energy, hotel and leisure, and telecoms sectors
· CEDR accredited mediator since 2014


C areer
1996-99	- BA (Hons) Jurisprudence, Oxford University
1999-00	- Legal Practice Course, Oxford Institute of Legal Practice
2001-09	- Trainee and Associate, Herbert Smith, London and Singapore (2005-07)
2010-present	- Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills, Shanghai (2010), Beijing (2011-13), Hong Kong (2014 onwards)
2017-2020 	- China Managing Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills
2020-present 	- Asia Managing Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills

L anguages
Fluent: 	English, Cantonese and mandarin
Fair:		Bahasa Malaysia and Bahasa Indonesia




Credentials as arbitrator
· Sole arbitrator in HKIAC dispute arising out of the sale of a Chinese company 
· Chair of Tribunal in HKIAC dispute relating to a IP rights in a licensing agreement
· Sole arbitrator in an SIAC proceeding between Chinese and Singaporean parties over the right to use trademark and seeking non-pecuniary relief.
· Sole arbitrator in an SIAC proceeding between a Singaporean party and an Indonesian party over an investment agreement. Quantum of the dispute was circa US$20 million.
· Emergency arbitrator in a sale of goods dispute governed by ICC rules between a Chinese and US party
· Party-appointed arbitrator in ICC proceedings relating to the commodity trading between a Hong Kong party and a Middle Eastern party

Credentials as counsel
China-related
· Representing a major Chinese energy state-owned enterprise as claimant against its joint venture partner in a multi-billion dollar arbitration administered by SIAC. At US$5.5 billion, this is the largest claim ever filed at SIAC  
· 	Representing a petrochemicals manufacturer defending a CIETAC arbitration for breach of a licensing agreement licensing use of petrochemical plant technology
· 	Representing a financial institution as respondent in a CIETAC arbitration relating to a failed investment
· 	Representing a subsidiary of a PRC state-owned corporation in an SIAC rules arbitration and defending claims brought by a European company for breach of a confidentiality agreement, concerning the alleged use of the European company's proprietary information in the construction of an engineering project in mainland China
· 	Representing a Chinese SOE on defending an ad hoc Hong Kong seated arbitration concerned with commission entitlements relating to the acquisition of two Nigerian power projects
· 	Representing a Chinese corporation in an arbitration in Hong Kong (Chinese language proceedings) under UNCITRAL Rules in relation to a software licensing dispute
· 	Representing a leading hotel management company in multiple arbitration proceedings filed in ICC and HKIAC relating to breaches of hotel management agreements by hotel owners in China
Others
· Representing Malaysian telecoms giant Axiata on its BIT claim against Nepal over the state's tax demand in connection with Axiata's acquisition of mobile telco Ncell from TeliaSonera
· 	Representing a Canadian energy company in an ICC arbitration claim arising out of the sale and purchase of a Kazakhstan LLP whose primary assets were licences to produce three oil fields in the Caspian, and in a related freezing injunction application in the English High Court
· 	Representing BP and Rio Tinto in an ICSID arbitration brought by the Provincial Government of East Kalimantan over a coal mining concession contract
· 	Representing Telekom Malaysia in an UNCITRAL arbitration against the Government of Ghana for improper regulatory interference with and expropriation of Telekom’s investments in Ghana and related domestic Ghanaian court proceedings. the Barbados Government in a Part XV and Annex VII UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) arbitration against Trinidad relating to maritime delimitation and hydrocarbon rights
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